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America’s Cup Sailing 

John and Dorothy Moffett are recent clients to the firm as of this year. John “retired” from SAIC in 2014, but is now 

“working for fun” as a Sr. Vice President for PMAT. Dorothy is fully retired from the CIA and currently enjoys her free 

time traveling to the East Coast where both John and Dorothy hope to own a home someday.   

John and Dorothy received an invitation to join us for our annual putting contest, but declined due to a prior 

commitment to sail on one of American’s Cup sailing yachts. Even though we lost having them both at the putting 

contest, we have to admit if we were given the choice, we probably would have chosen sailing on an American’s Cup 

racing yacht as well. 

John and 14 of his co-workers from PMAT’s Sand Diego 

office were invited to sail on the Stars and Stripes. In 1992 

the International America’s Cup Class (IACC) of yachts was 

introduced, replacing the 12-meter class that had been used 

since 1958. Designed by David Pedrick and Bruce Nelson and 

built by Eric Goetz in Rhode Island, Stars & Stripes, USA-11 

was Dennis Conner’s first IACC boat. Conner was outspent 

nearly 10 to 1 by billionaire businessman Bill Koch and lost in 

the finals of the Defense Series (the Citizens Cup) to 

America3. Bill Koch then went on to compete against the 

Italians with their boat Il Moro and won. 

USA-11 was used by Dennis Conner in his 1995 campaign as a trial horse and then sold to the US Virgin Islands America’s 

Cup Challenge to be used in the 2000 America’s Cup races. After surviving several hurricanes, including one that sunk 

her, USA-11 was purchased in 2002, shipped to Miami to be completely refurbished and then sent across the country to 

be part of the San Francisco Challenge Series fleet. In 2006, Steve Pattison and Mark Niblack bought her and brought her 

home to San Diego. 

One of John’s co-workers happens to be one of the crewmen on the yacht, so an invite was placed to a select group of 

the management team to enjoy an afternoon of sailing in the San Diego bay. On the day they sailed, there were 7 crew 

members working the boat, while John and his friends were able to relax and allow the crewman and captain to show 

them the speed at which the boat could travel. John was allowed at the helm and recorded the fastest time of the day at 

11.7 Knots! 

If you have not witnessed the crew of an America’s Cup race, you would be amazed at the athleticism, precision and 

speed at which they work. Everything is orchestrated by the Captain to take full advantage of the direction and speed of 

the wind. There is so much more involved to the racing yachts than simply raising the sail and setting your course. The 

work of the crewman and captain is grueling and demanding. 

It was quite and afternoon for John and his co-workers, so much so that John intends to do it again should he receive 

another invitation. Where was Dorothy? “No boats” for Dorothy as that is not “her thing”. Maybe she’ll change her mind 

knowing John and his crew had a very safe, smooth and enjoyable ride in the San Diego Bay. 


