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Kemp Wedding 

Rob and Diane Kemp have been long time clients of the firm, in fact one of the first clients. For them, August 

entered in yet another series of “firsts”. 

For starters, it was the first time to visit the 

Pacific Northwest for an extended stay, 

gaining a better understanding as to why 

many of their clients have decided to call 

Washington “home”. While staying in 

Bellingham, the Kemps were united with 

their four children; all coming from 

different locations throughout the country. 

While together, the Kemps were able to 

see some of the San Juan Islands, play 

some golf, enjoy great food, visit with a 

few clients, and reunite with family and 

friends. It wasn’t all pleasure as Rob even 

worked a few hours while capturing the 

view from his tablet.  

On August 8th, Rob and Diane’s firstborn child, Samuel, was married to Emily Sulak at Emily’s grandparents’ 

estate in Custer, Washington. This was the first wedding for Rob and Diane’s children, welcoming their first in-

law into the family.  

Sam and Emily met while attending Azusa Pacific University. One might think their majors might have been 

one another, but each graduated in May of 2014 with respected degrees. Sam and Emily got engaged in 

November at Lake Arrowhead, California.  Once engaged, they began planning their wedding at Emily’s 

grandparents’ estate. Emily was raised in nearby Ferndale by her parents, Mike and Heidi, along with her 

siblings.  

Here are some of the highlights from Diane’s perspective: 

What was it like giving away your son?  I don’t think of it as giving Sam away, as much as gaining a 

daughter.  Sam was so happy and so sure of his decision (and because we LOVE and ADORE Emily), it made it 

very easy! We are fortunate that we’ve had lots of time to get to know Emily, and love how well they 

complement each other. 

What is it like gaining a new daughter?  Emily is terrific.  She and Sam are both grounded; they are both the 

oldest of 4 kids with big extended families, so I’ve felt like she fits very easily into our family.  She’s also 

naturally connected to Sam’s other siblings which makes having her around extra nice. 

The view from Rob’s “remote office” in Washington 



 

 

What was your favorite part of the celebration? Oh, this is hard to answer.  I think I have to choose 2 

favorites.  Having the wedding and reception on her grandparents’ property was an amazing and personal 

backdrop for the event.  The sprawling lawns and lush forest mixed with small moments of light rain made 

everything magical.  Also having family and friends who have been a significant part of their lives, as well as 

great friends of Sam who have been a big influence in his life, made the day very personal.  We feel very 

blessed that he’s been surrounded by so many great people and that they were willing to come up to 

Washington to be with us. 

What one piece of advice did you or would you give them? Given Rob and I have been married 28 years, it’s 

hard to choose 1 thing that’s most significant, but for us, our faith has bound us together and rooted us as we 

both try to live lives of purpose.  I would say for them to continue to take time to pursue a deep relationship 

with God and each other continually.  That and laugh a lot!  It makes life a lot lighter!! 

What are you most looking forward to now that they are married? Free time!  That mostly includes time to 

enjoy them with our family and watch them experience the joy of married life.  

How was the Mother/Son dance?  Well, Sam and I are very close, so the dance was great but picking out a 

song was brutal for me.  I cried through many options and finally landed on “My Wish” by Rascal Flatts.  It was 

pretty sentimental but expressed my wish for him to have a joyful, fulfilling life.   He was so happy on his 

wedding day, that I know he’s off to a great start! 

The Kemp Family: Hannah, Rob, Emily, Sam, Diane, Alex, and Otto 


