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Bert’s Stories 

Over the past several months, our client, Bert, has been writing his memoirs online. He has 
been adding, story by story, on his site bertstories.wordpress.com.  The stories recap 
experiences throughout his lifetime. Many of his stories, so far, are about his time growing 
up in southern California and his time on the USS Hornet aircraft carrier while in the Navy. 

During family gatherings, Bert would tell interesting stories about his life and sometimes 
repeat them. This gave his daughter, Jennifer, the idea for him to write them down so they 
might become part of the family lore. Bert thought it was a good idea, but he resisted 
because the thought of typing all the stories out was mind-boggling. Bert is a two-finger 
typist so the task seemed daunting. Then he discovered voice-to-text software. This allowed 
Bert to speak his stories and let the computer software do all the typing.  

For the content that he posts online, Bert has some of his stories planned out in his head, 
but he finds that as he is composing one story, another will come to mind. Before Bert puts 
a story up online, Jennifer, who is the editor for a book publisher in Seattle, will proofread, 
edit, and suggest changes. Bert is very glad she is there to help him. Bert even says that 
Jennifer can tell the difference between the narrative that has been written using the voice-
to-text software and stories that are written down. He believes it’s the editor in her.  

The stories are the most fun for Bert’s family to read. There is a comment section built into 
the website where the stories are posted, so his family can easily respond to all of his stories 
as they read them. It’s great to see the reactions of his family members to the stories. Some 
even ask questions that Bert can respond to.  

Bert has told some very interesting 
stories and there are many more to 
come. He includes stories about the 
mammoth bones that were discovered 
near his elementary school, buying a 
Whizzer (motorized bicycle kit), 
Equator-Crossing rituals in the Navy, his 
first Helicopter ride, and many others. 
Be sure to take a look at the Bert’s 
stories and check back for new stories 
to pop up.  The USS Hornet. The Aircraft Carrier Bert served on while 

in the US Navy. 

http://bertstories.wordpress.com/

