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Linda’s Arizona Retirement 

One of our Client’s, Linda Mayer, retired three years ago. She never in her wildest 

dreams thought she would live in Arizona, but after being retired for a year, she realized 

how little there was to do for people her age in the Corona area. She heard about Del 

Webb Communities from a work friend who had retired to Sun City Palm Desert in 

California.  Linda decided moving to Arizona would make her retirement dollars go even 

further and she was looking for a living environment that wasn't polluted with noise. So 

she packed up and moved to the Sun City Festival community in Arizona in September of 

2012. 

 

After Linda moved into her new home, she was truly surprised at how quickly she 

assimilated in the community.  She found everyone to be so friendly and her only 

problem is remembering the names of all the many people she has met. Linda loves the 

peaceful environment. She is located 12 miles from the nearest city and 25 miles from 

the Buckeye City Center.  She is joyful not to have to deal with bumper-to-bumper 

traffic, but she does need to watch for wild animals on the road, such as javelina, deer, 

fox, quail, and mountain lions.    

 

Living in Arizona, Linda deals with the dry heat. She has learned to adjust her outdoor 

activities with the season.  During the hot months, June through September, shopping 

and exercising outdoors is done much earlier, and then indoor activities are done during 

the heat of the day. By 3:00 PM kicking back at the pool sounds like a great idea. Linda 

says it's like living in a cold winter climate, only the reverse.  

 

A lot of Linda’s time is spent working with pottery and ceramics. Sun City Festival has a 

state-of-the-art pottery studio and a Ceramic and Pottery Club. While in college, Linda 

majored in Art History and during that time she worked with clay for three years. She 

always hoped she could get her hands back in clay, so naturally, Linda joined the club a 

little over a year ago and in January, she became the president.   

 

The Sun City Festival Ceramic and Pottery Club has 107 members. For many of the 

members, joining the club was the first time in their lives they ever worked with 

clay.  There is also some amazing talent in the club. As president, Linda’s role is setting 

goals for the club and developing a direction that will help them prepare for the future 



 

 

when there will be greater demands on the facility.  Sun City Festival is not completely 

built out. It is planned for 7,200 homes, but they currently only have 2,000. She also 

holds board meetings and membership meetings and appoints committee chairpersons 

to organize activities such as kiln loading for firing and unloading, glaze mixing and 

monitoring, sales, display, education, and safety.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(A selection of bowls and containers Linda has created in the ceramic/pottery studio) 

 

Even though she runs the club as president, Linda works in the studio on her projects at 

least 5 times a week, often up to 4 hours a day.  The summer months are her favorite 

because the seasonal members leave, so it's like having a private studio. Some of her 

favorite creations are decorative pieces with southwest designs. Linda says she never 

falls in love with a piece until it comes out of the glaze firing. But if she does fall in love 

with the piece, it doesn't leave her house unless she needs a special gift for someone.  

 

 

 


